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Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise, public information on 
construction projects, planning, and whatever else affects life in 
Boston. Welcome to The Boston Informer! Anthony Casendino, 
Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


Charles River Crossing 

The concept of privatization has taken a new 
twist. In a move to provide much-needed 
sources of funds to pay for the new Charles 
River Crossing as described in the Final Supple- 
mental Environmental Impact Statement/Re- 
port (FSEIR), the Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD) 
has approached a number of commercial interests known to be 
interested in “buying a bridge." 

Although sources close to the top will not reveal the names of 
the reported interests, rumor has it that Viacom (cable in the cable- 
stayed bridge...) and Patriots owner and investor Robert Kraft 
may be front runners in this competitive race. Some are concerned 
that the concept of the "information highway" may be misunder- 
stood by this move, but others are hailing it as a qualified new 
approach. Still others don't understand it at all, but assume the 
approach must be mandated by ISTEA as is so many other things 
they don't understand. 

Although this privatization, err, “competitive contracting," 
effort fits neatly into the Administration's game plan, the MHD is 
actually increasing its in-house design work. An MHD spokes- 
man/woman/person/being explained that the in-house design 
teams have been working exclusively on developing a method 
wherein piles of previous studies and reports as well as copies of 
this Final Supplemental EIS/R can be made into a slurry and used 
as a construction material. 








Massachusetts Highway Department releases results of three-year 
study of alternatives to the infamous Scheme Z Charles River 
Crossing and declares that less is more. 
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Urban design guidelines for Dewey Square, developed by Machado 
and Silvetti Associates, Inc., include a 70-foot canopy of cables 
supporting lights; a 30' by 20' television; a "screen-like" wind barrier/ 
advertising panel (i.e., billboard); a broadcasting building; and a 50- 
foot square glass floor over the depressed Central Artery tunnel, 
complete with space heaters. Honest. 


Logan Airport 

After years of study, it has been determined 
that the economy of New England would be 
better served by relocating Logan International 
Airport to a site more centrally located. Logan 
Airport's new location has not yet been identi- 
fied, but aircraft have been landing and taking off from the site 
using Virtual Reality machines injected into each of the vehicles 
and transportation modes going to and from the facility. 

Withdrawal symptoms have been observed among the residents 
in surrounding communities, and induced air, noise, and visual 
effects have been supplied to mitigate the loss of Logan Airport. 
"Within the next few years everyone will be up to speed and these 
holograms can be used in the entertainment centers now under 
construction at Logan," an EOTC spokesman for Logan stated. 
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4 J S eo The demolition of Anelex Building, 150 Cause- 
| way St, for the Central Artery project, is being de- 
nf layed due to problems finding a suitable location for 


The Massachusetts Convention Center the circus elephants, the prime tenants of the building. 
Authority announced that two levels of the Central Artery project officials conducted focus group 
Boston Common garage will be designated as sessions and controlled experiments with the tenants 
bicycle parking when the reconstructed garage, to determine the maximum grade an elephant is able to 
closed in November 1992, opens in mid 1995. negotiate. The studies show that typically, elephants 
The Authority said the reason for the new policy can negotiate a ramp with an 8 percent grade, leading 
was that, because the garage had been closed so | state officials to begin talking with the City of Boston 
long, many Beacon Hill residents traded in their about leasing spaces in the underused Lafayette Place 
cars for bikes. garage for the elephants, at least on a temporary basis. 






Despite the City's best hopes, Tremont Street doesn't 
seem to be attracting the high-end tenants it sought. 
Soon to be joining Buck-A-Book, All For a Dollar and the 
baseball card shop will be Building 19 1/13, Joe's Loan 
and Pawn, St Vincent de Paul Thnft Shop, a laundromat. 

However, Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 
planners say they are thrilled that the vacant storefronts 
are being filled, regardless of the use. BRA officials say 
they will apply strict design standards to the new stores, 
requiring that the buildings have contextual facades and 
fenestration, active lobbies, and pocket parks or open 
space. BRA officials say Building 19 1/13, on lower 
Tremont Street, has already responded to the design 
challenge with plans for the first art deco Building 19, 
complete with a tot lot to be designed by the Copley 
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Plans to redevelop the Custom House have changed a 


mer high Massachusetts state oficial, 




















once again. The proposal to convert the city's oldest ANOVER 

skyscraper into a 340-room hotel has been dropped for a 

Ripley's Believe it or Not! Museum. The Mayor hailed the 

proposal, saying the museum is sure to lead the ere 

tion of the Financial District. In keeping with Ripley's 

daredevil lifestyle, the museum will offer bungee jumping Tuguo vvusepomp pexevtdap xuBhioned 
POOTE pry ONOWS EEXAVOLOV Of LTO Ha.— 
yiAtry wto Shawmut Center wyAvity 
THpEE VEw 1 Xowe VMXA onaxeE tv Ove Of 

ito Buidduvyo avd oeto aowe 315 pur- 


from the tower. 

Lov. oop a GoXLaA CepmLxeo yevtep avd 
usetivy ONaxe. Love Barry Locke 0.9. oo 
PETALA OTTOLY, ated. 

























After much negotiation and changes in align- 
ment, the South Boston Piers Transit Study has 
been given the green light to proceed to the next 
level of the design. Central Artery contracts for 
construction are already on the street and the 
tunnel box design will be incorporated into the 
contracts between South Station and the Fort 
.| Point Channel. 
| There is speculation that Gillette and the Fish 
:| Co-op building may get together and develop a 
=| Sensor razor for fish scaling. Both this idea and 
“St ] the idea of using some of the trackless trolley 
5] vehicles to transport frozen fish directly to air 
sii] freight at Logan Airport are being investigated. 
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A Notice of Project Change has been filed with the 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs for the early 
action (?) utility relocations in the Central Street/East 
India Row area of the waterfront The Central Artery 
project now proposes to relocate the 24-inch sanitary 
sewer parallel to Atlantic Avenue instead of East India Row. 

At the same time, to further minimize construction 
distruption in the future, the Artery/Tunnel project will 
"accommodate" the New England Aquanum's expan- 
sion plans by making this trench big enough for the new 
1 million-gallon fish tank. The extra expenditure for the | 22-3 SSS 
trench will give motorists a view directly into the tank | #i::::)... SS SeESSES Sees 
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What's Up? 


1 The New Northern Avenue Bridge is stretching for the 
record for the longest planning, design, and construction project. 
The planning process for this project began in the 1970s; the bridge 
is expected to be completed in 1994. The Empire State Building 
was built in 14 months. 


es Massport's Director of Aviation has proposed a people 
mover for transporting people in and out of Logan Airport. It 
appears that a number of people are traveling in and out of the State 
Transportation Building at a similar speed to the proposed people 
mover. City and state agencies will be consulted for pointers as they 
have had a lot of people moving in and out recently. 


@) "Shaping the Accessible Region," a two-morning forum 
(April 14 and 15) on the transportation needs and opportunities in 
the region, is unfortunately not accessible to the general public who 
slog their way to work every day. Instead, the sponsors of this forum 
(doesn't that mean public assembly area in Latin?), will gather 
"experts" and "an invited audience" of officials, interest groups and 
residents to their little think session at the Kennedy Library. By the 
way, try this: from Cambridge, slog your way on the Red Line to JFIK/ 
UMass, then wait 20 minutes for the shuttle bus or the Route 8. 


Stay tuned...The federal government is reviewing the projected 
costs of the Central Artery/Tunnel project and is rethinking its level 
of participation. The feds have considered establishing a cap on its 
total share and other methods to control costs. And an agreement was 
reached to shift responsibility and control of the Central Artery and 
Ted Williams Tunnel (get used to it) to the Mass. Turnpike Authority 
along with the Tobin Bridge. Watch your wallets.... 


Headlines you'll never read(??): Auditor says too little money 
being spent on Big Dig...East Boston group praises Massport for 
Logan plans... MWRA lowers water rates...Environmental over- 
sight group says State is on schedule with Artery mitigation 
commitments...Northern Ave. Megaplex plan unveiled; Menino to 
name it the Paul Barrett Forum...EOTC Secretary awards Manage- 
ment Efficiency Award to MBTA...Steve Kaiser takes job at Mass. 
Highway...Midtown Cultural District thrives... MBTA ends years 
of stalling and installs bike racks on buses...Significant changes to 
Scheme Z plans unveiled... 


People Mover: Valerie Southern, MBTA community affairs, 
back to Rhode Island to run for Secretary of State...Ken Schwartz, 
Sasaki Associates, architects and planners, to Massport asst. direc- 
tor of aviation planning...Claire Barrett, Massport, to Claire 
Barrett & Associates... Thomas Woodall, Morrison Knudsen, to 
MBTA director of construction...Bill Steffens, Mass. Highway 
deputy commissioner, to MBTA asst. general manager of admin- 
istration and program development...Kevin J. Sullivan, MHD 
associate commissioner, to deputy commissioner...Marisa Lago, 
New York City, to chief BRA and economic development post... Bill 
Goode, from acting commissioner, Boston Transportation Dept. 
(BTD), to chief of staff, Boston Police Department...Frank 
Tramontozzi, BTD, to acting commissioner of BTD...Robert 
Ciolek, Boston Water and Sewer Commission executive director, 
to City of Boston chief operating officer...Mark Primack...Gloria 
Vokonas, Massport, to other ventures...Paul Barrett, BRA head, 
to Rhode Island economic development chief... Daniel Greenbaum, 
Mass. Dept. of Environmental Protection, to Health Effects Insti- 
tute of Cambridge...Marilyn Schwartz-Lloyd, from Beacon Man- 
agement, to Brown Rudnick Freed and Gesmer, lawyers. 


( Subscribe to The Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. 
Don't miss an issue—subscribe now at $20 and 
receive six fact- and fun-filled issues! 


Make check for $20 payable to The Boston Informer and 
The Boston Informer 

PO Box 1473 

Boston, MA 02205-1473 
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You were asking... 


. The current issue of the Central Artery newsletter 


says I can get to the airport directly from South 
Station using the "Logan Link bus." What is it? 


. Defunct since June 1993. : 
. [hear people say something was drawn on CADD. 


What is CADD? 


. The famous explorer and mapmaker Amerigo 


Vespucci, in 1492, first used CADD, Columbus- © 
Aided Directional Devices. oo 


_ The Central Artery/Tunnel project keeps saying it 


will be leading the way in IVHS technology. 
What in the world is (VHS? ae 


. IVHS, Intelligent Vehicle Highway Systems, are 


high-tech equipment and techniques to efficiently 
move traffic. Examples incl ude variable message signs 
electronic toll takers, and other electronic gizmos. 
IVHS will be used in conjunction with IDIOTS, 
Intelligent Driver Operational Training Systems. 


. How was Deer Island named? a 
. In the 1600s deer in Boston would swim to the 


island to escape the wolves. Some are suggesting © 
the spelling be changed to Dear Island to reflect the 
cost of the Harbor cleanup that is transforming the 


island. 





The Boston Informer 


Published by ATC Information, Inc., six times yearly in 
Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; vice- 
presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). Inquiries may be sent to PO Box 1473, Boston, MA 
02205-1473. Phone (617) 723-3584. 
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